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US President Joe Biden announced Friday that he was commuting the sentences of
almost 2,500 people convicted of nonviolent drug offenses, using his final days in office
on a flurry of clemency actions meant to nullify prison terms he deemed too harsh.
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The recent round of clemency gives Biden the presidential record for most individual
pardons and commutations issued. The Democrat said he is seeking to undo
"disproportionately long sentences compared to the sentences they would receive today
under current law, policy, and practice."
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Hours after the original announcement, the White House released the names of the 2,490
individuals receiving commuted sentences. Biden said more could yet be coming,
promising to use the time before US President-elect Donald Trump is inaugurated
Monday to “ continue to review additional commutations and pardons.”
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Friday's announcement follows Biden’ s commutations last month of the sentences of
roughly 1,500 people who were released from prison and placed on home confinement
during the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as the pardoning of 39 Americans convicted of
nonviolent crimes.
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