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China's ambassador to the United States Xie Feng has praised an American who appeared
on the televised Lunar New Year's Eve gala as proof of the kindness that exists between
the two peoples.
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Evan Kail, a pawn shop owner from Minneapolis, donated an album of photographs that
depicted a series of wartime atrocities committed by the Japanese, including the 1937
Nanking massacre.
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After his appearance on Tuesday night's show, Xie posted on social media: "It's great to
see Evan, the American who donated a precious WWII photo album to China, at our
national Spring Festival Gala this year!
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"Whoever shows kindness to the Chinese people will always be reciprocated with
kindness. Evan, you now have 1.4 billion Chinese friends!"
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The annual variety show, known as Chunwan, has become a key element of the nation's
Lunar New Year celebrations for many in China since it first aired in 1983.
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Kail's appearance on Tuesday night's show was Beijing's latest effort to promote personal
exchanges with the US despite competition with Washington.
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In recognition of his donation, the government presented him with a rare porcelain made
by hand using ancient techniques. In the imperial age, this model was reserved for the use
of the emperor.
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Such awards have been given twice before, and in both cases they were posthumous.
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They were handed to the families of Norman Bethune, a Canadian surgeon, who saved
countless soldiers and civilians during the Second Sino-Japanese War, and John Rabe a
German diplomat and businessman who protected 250,000 civilians by establishing a
safety zone during the 1937 massacre in the city now known as Nanjing.
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Official commentaries linked it to the Chinese tradition of honouring those who have
shown kindness to its people.
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Kail posted on social media after his live TV appearance. "SURPRISE!!! | wasn't just
invited to the 2025 Spring Gala ... | WAS IN IT! Thank you so much for inviting me.
Truly a historic honour to be the first American featured in this incredible nationwide
celebration!"
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The gala also featured the US rock band One Republic, whose singer Ryan Tedder was
stranded in Wuhan during the beginning of the coronavirus outbreak in 2020 and shared
details of what life was like in the city.

O0000000000000(OneRepublic)y 0000 ODO0O0D0O0OODOOOO
g0 0 00oggooboboboobobuobouonoogogooobooboon

Kail came across the rare photo archive in August 2022 when a customer brought an
album into his shop.
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The enthusiastic vlogger, who has five million followers on various social media
platforms, posted a video about it the following month that quickly went viral and helped
highlight the suffering of the Chinese people under the Japanese occupation.
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Later that year he contacted the Chinese consulate in Chicago and arranged to donate
the album in November 2022.
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During Tuesday's live segment, one of the show's hosts Sa Beining pointed out that "this
year marks the 80th anniversary of the victory of the World Anti-Fascist War", as the
second world war is known in China.
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Kail said during the show: "The warmth of the Chinese people has really touched me, and
everywhere | go, people have shown me such incredible kindness."
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He added that he was especially excited to be in China for the Spring Festival. "It's my
zodiac sign too - | was born in 1989, the Year of the Snake. It's been amazing to be part
of a national celebration, and I'm just honoured to be here tonight."
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