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10 This paper explains the differences between the usages of the definite article and the
demonstratives in a functional perspective.
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20 The Chinese demonstratives can be followed by classifiers in both the pronominal
and adnominal uses, while the English demonstratives do not share this feature.
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30 In both languages, demonstratives act mainly as independent pronouns, determiners,
degree modifiers, and connectives. In nominal phrases, they may be pronominal or
adnominal.
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40 1t is found that, by reason of origin, grammatical items are usually associated
respectively with pronominal and adnominal demonstratives and that the former usually
retain some of the syntactic properties of their source items.
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500 It is found that pronominal demonstratives and adnominal demonstratives tend to
develop into different grammatical markers. (iii) It is verified that syntactic, semantic
and phonological factors are all involved in the grammaticalization process of
demonstratives.
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